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FOREWORD

POVERTY IN A LAND OF PLENTY

sighificant domestic policy commitment of
his political career.

‘Our historic aim’ he said ‘will be for ours to bethe
first generation to end child poverty forever. .. It is
a twenty year mission, but I believe it can be done’

It vvas a massive task.

Child poverty had increased threefold in the
previous two decades and the UK had the highest
rate of child poverty in the European Union.

The government pledged that child poverty would
bereduced by a quarter by 20045, halved by 2010 and
eradicated by 2020

A plethora of initiatives were developed that
followed the mantra — work for those who can and
security for thosewho can't.

Welfareto work programmes like New Deal aimed
to encourage entry and return into paid work.
dJobcentre Plus was developed to better assist the
unemployed with their job search.

There was arecord rise in child benefits. Sure Start
was introduced to develap the physical, intellectual
and social development of the young. Then there
were the regeneration programmes.

All of this has given the government some
confidence that it will hit its first target - reducing
child poverty by 25 per cent.

And the benefits are starting to surface. Lone
parent Sharon Grieg is featured in thisreport and she
praises the support she received from the Sure Start
scheme in South London.

Mother of four Tracey
Goode has emerged asa
winner. Sheis now one
of the community go-
gettersin an out post
of a government regen-
eration programme
on the south coast.

But achieving the
first milestonewas
always going to be
the easier part.

If government is
going to end child
poverty then the
gap hetween the
rich and poor
that rose so
dramatically

ON 1§ MARCH 1999 Tony_Elair made the most

late 19705 and the early 1990 must be narrowed.

It means a fairer distribution of wealth. It means
this and future governments winning public hearts
and minds by convincing the nation that everyone
has much to gain from tackling child poverty — not
just the Bradshaw family and others like them.

Alan Bradshaw is living with twa sons on less than
£200 per week — 3.8 million children are in families
surviving on similar amounts. Alan has no oven and
he dare not take his children to the local shopping
centre. It's a modern form of torture — look but don't
even think you can buy.

Or there is Julie Kemp. Ask Julie where to get the
best deal on bread, milk or potatoes and she can tell
you. Shopping around is the only way her family
survives. What she calls treats are yoghurts for the
kids, and the odd pair of new shoes.

Poaverty in Britain today meansthe stigma children
face going to school wearing second-hand clothes,
missing out on school trips and struggling because
they have no computer for homework projects.

And then there are the support services. Alan
Bradshaw's family most benefits from a local volun-
tary sector befriending schem e that constantly faces
a financial crisis. Sharon Grieg's received brilliant
support from Sure Start but when she moved down
the road out of the catchment area the support ended.

Talk to the families who are on the poverty line.
You will soon find what services work and why they
need more, more of the best.

End Child Poverty is publishing ‘ Poverty ina Land
of Plenty' on the fifth anniversary of the Prime
Minister's pledge. It gives a voice to some of the

families living below the

poverty line. It maps

out what needs to be

done 1f Britain is to

. become a nation where

poverty is not a life
sentence.

Tany Blair

already has a

good idea what

that is. “Our

goal’ he saidin

September 2002,

‘must be a

Britain in

which we

continueto re-

distribute power,

wealth and opp-

ortunity ta the

many and not

the few’
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The land of plenty

BRITAIN 15 an extraordinarily
prosperous nation. Our cltizens
are wealthy healthy and have a
high standard of living, with
access to all the trappings of
modern 1ife.

An average income in Britain is
ten times greater than that of some-
one living in South Africa, seventy
times higher than someone living in
Bangladesh!, Food is plentiful;
indeed millions of tonnes of ‘sur-
plug’ food are disposed of each year.
Access to the latest technology is
widespread; three quarters of
adults own a mobile phone and two-
thirds of households with children
have access to the internett As
incomes have risen in the last
thirty years, people in Britain have
been able to reduce the proportion
of their income they spend on
necessities such ag food and have
nearly doubled what they spend on
leisure®,

We live in a land of plenty, where
the living standards are high and
where opportunities abound. Tet
Britain is a wealthy nation that
hides terrible poverty, poverty that
has been well within our means to

avold., While we have lapped up luz-
uries and abundant opportunitiss,
we have allowed a sizeable group of
our population to experience a stan-
dard of living most of us would
regard as wosfully unacceptable.
We have especially failed a gen-
gration of children. 3.8 million
children are living in poverty in
modern Britain, Cwer 100,000 chil-

3.8 MILLION CHILDREN
. ARE LIVING IN POVERTY

IN MODERN BRITAIN.
OVER 100,000 CHILDREN DO
NOT HAVE A PERMANENT HOME
AND MILLIONS ARE GOING
WITHOUT BASIC NECESSITIES,
SUCH AS ADEQUATE CI.O'I'HING
OR A HEALTHY DIET

dren do not have a permanent
home*and millions go without basic
necesszities, such as adequate cloth-
ing or a healthy diets Hundreds and
thousands of children are experi-
encing the kind of poverty most
people assume no longer exists in
Britain: having to go without such
basic needs as properly fitted shoes,
2 warm, waterproof coat and daily
fresh fruit and vegetabless,

Having iznored poverty for dec-
ades, the scale of the problem we

nows face is &0 huge that it will take
nothing short of an entire reassess-
ment of our country’s priorities to
address it. This is no small chal-
lenge, If all Britain’s poor children
were to link arms they would
stretch from London to Glasgow and
back again, A generation of chil-
dren stretching nearly 200 miles®
We can’t magic poverty away for
these children, we have to act.

But change iz well within our
grasp, There is nothing inevitable
about the state we have got our-
selves in. The sharp increases in
poverty that were seen in the TUE
between the late 19702 and early
1900z were not mirrored in many
other countries. Other rich, dewvel-
oped nations have followed a path
that has not led to such high levels
of poverty A child in the UK is
twice ag likely to experience pover-
ty as a Swedish child, nearly five
times more likely to be poor as a
Danish child® There is nothing less
worthy about our country’s chil-
dren; hizh levels of child poverty in
Britain are entirely of our own
making. And it is well within our
means to reverse these trends.

The government has made a
commitment to eradicate child
poverty but public support for this

JULIEKEMP

JULIEKEMP KN OW S HER SUPER-
MARKETS. She can red off the price
of any productyoucareto askher in
any storewithin a fiteen mile mdus
of the family home

Julig's 3hiliyy o juggle barmoney iz
erraordinary. 'Onewesk ot of the o nth
| normelly hawe s litte bit of roney that
| zan go outand treat the il with. s
uzim |y about £, if that! But Julie's test
waould beanghodyelse’s necessify. ‘The
rnonths coming Up now —S2mma needs
rew szhool shoes and Lestoo. Then
inacouplke of ronth's tirme itwill
probably be Martin and Jessica that
r==d naw thing s,

Juligis a single rourm with four
children —Lee, (14, Germa, (12),
Martin, (5)and Jeszica, 4.

The family, o riginally from
Southend, rowed to East Anglia,
teving zp it fromn thehe o eldest
children's father Howeaver, tha ruml
iy llwaz dizruphedwhen zhe broke up
with ber partrer—zhewas pregrant with
deszicaatthe tire.

Three wearsago, and afteryears onthe
counzilwaiting list, Julieand the child=n
rmived intoa newly built housging as socia-
tion harre.

It's the support from ber paents that
taz halpad Julieto gatthroughthe last e
wears, ‘I itwasn't for iy mumand dadwe
wauld hawe hardly arything inthis house!

TwoyearsagoJulie's parents seppadin
and bought hera car, "Jeszica has 3 serous
hip problernand tham hawe besntine:
when we've had tovizit the hos pital thres

"“They nevel
have their
clothes
new__they
come from

chi
shnp::lgirl pays hemilkren o4 a weekfora
from thoze
my Mum

by 5™

shabuys samps echwesktocoerthe
cost of hercartae

When her oldare hildren stated ohool,
Juliewert backito workasan upholsterar
bk l=ft when she beca e pregra nt with
artin. She's eager to ot backtowork but
tnowe = that itwould ke impos sible to do so
urtil Jeszica's hip problenes 2 esobed,
For e thefarmily s uneive on just over £200
a week, the bulk of which iz made up from
Irzome Supportand Child Berefit Julie
haz applied for Dimbility Living Allowanee
for Jessica ona number of occasions
bt = b2’z 3 bways besntumed down on
the grounds that Jeszica is pending
an opertion.
Julieworks hard tocopzwith the
cost of Christres —overtheyarshe

tarmper, whichcortzing all he food
zh nzads apart from the b e

‘| start iy Christras shopping
in the January sales zo most of their
Chriztras presents havealeady bean
bought and hiddenzway. Kate, my neigh-
bour; basa grindoors formeand 1ryand
puta coupleof quida weskin that. A= it'z
not inthe house | can't dipinto i Money
for birthday and Christra s presentsall
cores out of the ar. i | didn'tpln it this
way then | dont know what I'd da'

The childen bave reverbada holiday
and Juliewornes that thay miss ot on
rrarty of the things their friend: thefor
granted: they never hawe thairclothes niaw,
alltheir clothes come fromcharity shops
= part from thozethat rp roum buays them!

Cespite the difficutties, Julisenjos

being a parent - “zoretimes, when things
am mrEally toughand 'mfealing downall

| haweto dois lookat the kids' faces.
That's what makes itallworthw hile'

tires 3 wesk—to gatthere withowtacar
we'd hawe to geta bus indo King's Lynnand
thena bus from there aut tathe hospital’.
Julig's dad pays forbercar inzuranczand

Rare my ﬂe.-gfrbour Jras a,-m' indoors for me amd firyto pu!‘ T
couple of quid o week in that ... money for birthdays amd chrisimas
aff comos out of the jar™
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pledze has been not been tested.
The government has pursued its
anti-posverty strategy by stealth and
has given the impression that we
can tackle poverty by willing it
away The public remains silent on
poverty and unaware of its devas-
tating impact on our society

In Britain we hear many reports
of the problems we face, but they
are often problems of over-con-
sumpticn: the impact of overindul-
Zence on OoUr environment, our
walstlines and our pockets We
don’t think of ourselves asa nation
that is wanting, But we are failing
to provide an adequate standard of
living for millions of children and
in a country as prosperolus as ours
we have no egcuses We can, and
must, do better,

Why it would henefit

us all to act

OUR FAILURE to prevent the rise
n child poverty In Britain - a
threefold Increase In the past
thirty vears — has left us with a
devastating legacy.

Thiz iz no more evident than
in the relatively high numbers of

children whose lives are lost each
vear A baby born into poverty is
more than twice as likely to die in
the first year as a child born to bet
ter-off parents®and as many as 1,400
wvoung lives would be saved each
vear if poverty were eradicated®,
Poverty has the most profound
impact on children’s life chances,
A boy living in Manchester can

A BABY BORN INTO
. POVERTY IS MORE THAN

TWICE AS LIKELY TO DIE
IN THE FIRST YEAR AS A CHILD
BORN TO BETTER-OFF PARENTS
AND AS MANY AS 1,400 YOUNG
LIVES WOULD BE SAVED EACH
YEAR IF POVERTY WERE
ERADICATED

gxpect to live seven years less than
a boy living in more salubrious
Barnet, There is a measurable dif
ference in birth weight among
babies born into low income fam-
ilies, Despite improvements in
our living standards over the past
thirty wyears, the gap in life ex-
pectancy between rich and poor has
remained as wide as it was in
the 19708,

Living in poverty can be danger-
ous, Poor children are fifteen times

more likely to die in a house fire
than better-off children® and three
times more likely to be hit by a
car®, The Kinds of protection
offered to better-off children - safe
places to play a secure home envi-
ronment — are denied children liv-
ingin poverty

But the rizsks associated with
poverty do not only relate to health
and safety; poverty also has an
impact on a child’s ability to learn,
Before reaching his or her second
birthday a child from a poorer
family is already more likely to
show a lower level of attainment
than a child from a better-off family
By the age of 2ix a less able child
from a rich family is likely to have
overtaken an able child born into
2 poor family*t Given all we Know
about the importance of the home
environment in supporting chil-
dren’s learning, it comes as no
surprise that children living in
deprived circumstances fail to keep
up with their better-off peers. The
tragedy is that such inequalities
have a profound impact on an indi-
vidual’s 1ater life.

Growing up in poverty leaves a
lasting scar While no child’s des
tiny is set in stone, children who
grow Up in poor households are

TRACEY GOODE

TRACEY £000E IS THE SORT OF
PERSON to wam home secretany
David Blunhelt's heart Thebit of his
heart, that is, thatis despermteto see
muwe people gat actively imvobved in
ther communities.

Tracey lwes onthe Moulses oorrb estate
in Brighton —not the rost = lubriouz 2
in town,

Tracey bas fourchildren Brandon (1)
Eradley (10) Sarmam (8] Saluk 5) and has
liwed on berown forthe b st sevenyear:,
Becauzeheryoungest Salula iz dis-
abled Traoay ogts 3 careallowanoe
and di s bility al lowanee.

Tracey has nocornplaints about
theamount she gts. Iwant to give
something bach' She zaws and she
is. Tracey iz throwing herself whols-
heartedly into the Moulses oorb
cormmunity. 3 he organises cookery
kssonswith sormeof the mums in
thzzr=m, belps run beatth activitizs during
theweshiznd seene to bz ona plethom
of groups.

She arganises holidays for kids and
i on the heatth see=ring group of East
Erighton For You— one of the outpo sts of
the gowerninent’s Mew Deal egeneration
progra mmes .

Eut sh= does not plan to be =fing on
benefits forthe rest of herlik. | know that
w hen thechildren getolder thezrmount |
can gbwill 9o down. And L will b= gatting
older facing retirrment withouta pension.

And £he krow s that her drive to get
irobzd in thec ornrunite will berefit ber
and herhids. Shewants herkids to heve
azpirtions.

'O of thetsmchers Ecently azhedwhat
the childenwaned to dowhen they grew

She knows
that her
driveto qet
imrobred
inthe
communily
will benefit
her and hes
kids

up. Cre mid, "so downtothe post office
andcaliect the chequeeseny wesk like rig
rrar oz Well | want ry childenta do
more than tat!

Her @iz planis to get paid for doing
corrmunity or £ oial wark ‘Inben wears |
want to get paid — mtharthan lwe on
benefits. And | want to get paid forthe sort
of workithat | am doing now as a wolunbesr!

Tracey dozz not eally haveananower
aztowhy sh2 had got inwobked =z nd others
around heven't

Itcould sirmphy bed ownto per-
sanality. She used to bea hingo
caller Afteryou hewe shoubed num-
bers infront of 2 1,000 pzoplkewaiting
to raketheir fortune, getting irvo bed
in commithess and pulling sorne
rrurs onthe estate out of their
shells' may not b2 5o daunting.

Bt Tracey il lustrates the wary
conundrur that the govemmment
fazesif it iz goingto provide services ta
people that pzople want and nesd.

Mozt of the groups that Troey

is im0 bed in amre organiz=daround the
counsil un fanily certe onthe ez,
‘it s b knows that puts sorme people off.

‘Th Family Centre and the people in
itame grmt but some people on the estale
do not join us becausethey know its social
TErvyices!

Evzn Traceywould neser hawe got
irten beexd in thecerdreif she had known.

*The first tire | walked thmug hthe front
doors itwa s becauzemy carhad broken
downand | neaded somewatern Cnee lwas
throug hthe doors | ealised whata geat
plaze twa s andwhat it had to offer i that
tad nothappened | would not hewe gone
irto the cenfreeither’ #

"kt ton years F want to got p;.-'d’ — rather than live on benefits.
A | wartt fo got paid for the sort of work that [ am doing now
ax i voliteer”™
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more likely to leave school at 18,
have poor health, come into early
contact with the police, be unem-
ployed as young adults, have low
expectations for the future and end
up earning a relatively low wage®,

The roots of many of the social
problems that our society faces lie
in childhood poverty It iz not only
morally wrong that we have turned
our back on a zeneration of chil-
dren, it i also costing our society
heavily The eradication of child
poverty in Britain would have a
profound impact, not only on the
lives of an entire zeneration, buton
the rest of society

Where have we gone
wrong’

POVERTY HAS many caunses, as
our case studies show But the
rise in poverty over the last thir-
ty vears has been so0 dramatic
that 1ts causes can not be ex-
plained away as examples of
personal misfortune.

There have been major changes to
our society which have allowed a
sig-nificant proportion of our popu-
lation to fall behind the rest, in

terms of income, opportunities and
living standards.

The gap between the rich and
poor roge dramatically between the
late 19705 and the early 1990z
During that period the gap between
the earnings of the hizhestand low-
gat paid widened, This was partly
due to higher rewards for skills and
qualifications but also due to a

THE GAP BETWEEN
. RICH AND POOR ROSE
DRAMATICALLY BETWEEN
THE LATE 1970s AND THE
EARLY 1990s. DURING THAT
PERIOD THE GAP BETWEEN THE
EARNINGS OF THE HIGHEST
AND LOWEST PAID WIDENED

decline in wage protection,

Poverty levels alzo rose because
of changes in working patterns dur
ing the 19805 The number of house
holdswith no one inwork inereased
and the concentration of unemploy-
ment among families with children
led to a significant increase in child
poserty

Poverty has alzo become increas
ingly linked to a lack of access to
wealth., The contfribution that
assets, such as savings and invest
ment in property, make to inequali-

ty in our society has increased
almost fourfold since the 19708, Tet a
large number of families — one in
four — have no savings whatsoever®,
These global trends had a major
impact on the lives of thousands of
children., But during the 19902 and
19008 there was alzo afailure on the
part of the State to protect families
from poverty Benefit levels were
inadequate and, because they did
not rige in line with earnings, were
allowred to fall further behind gener-
al living standards, In other coun-
fries social security payments were
sufficient to protect citizens against
global trends In Sweden, for
example, two thirds of families are
lifted out of poverty because of
state benefits, whereas in the UK
only a third of families escape
poverty  because of financial
supportfrom the state®

The awakening?

FIVE YEARS ago the scourge of
poverty and Inequality barely
registered on policy makers’
agendas.

But since 1999 the sovernment’s
pricrities have changed and the
challenge of ending child poverty

CAROLINE THOMAS

S
i)

HER PARTNER WARK and son

CAROLINE THOMAS LIVESWITH
Christopher ina council housein

| Eilingham. Christopher isnineand
needs eonstant attention — he suffers

only had hiz kst pair thes months bt be'd
wom oot the fronts !
zanoling's first atbernpt to ¢ lim
Dizzhility Living Allowanse (DLA ) for her
sonendad in failureand, suffer ng frorm

“As q chifd, my family was always poor and I doin’t wmt him to go
without amf feef Jike § faft™

from Elobal Developmental Deloy
and Attention Defecit Hypem clivity
Disorder

The zhe=ping difficutties he's always had
hevee Ecenthy worsenedand Christophar
bamby s le=ps forthes hours 2 night.
Caralinzand Markta ke tums to stay up
writh hirm.

We'd liketo go back to work bt you
can't survive on threehours slesp
Caroline points out She uzed o work
asa strestcleanerand would lowe to
metum towork part-tine ‘perhaps az =
school middey assistant, itwould balp
outwiththe rmoney .

Lastwear Caralineand Mark
decided to develop sore new skills
whicheould kead towe tithat fits
around Christopher's needs —they
starteda floristry course at Rochester
Callege However, they wee fomad to
akan don their studies forkek of funds. We
gota zrmall grnt bt itdidn't o ceerthe =1
costs —wewen spending £103 week on
flowers sowe hadto sham. Markwould do
the prctical, unpickhiz displEyandthen|
waould d o i, Wie stuckw ith it foras long
azwecould but had to give up et uzewe
justeouldn't afford i’

For now thecouple ek on benefits,
Metherame strangers to poserty, having
b= brought up in poorfamilies butcaring
for Christopheradds tathe fmin. Parentz
of disabledchilden face on avem gethes
tires thecosts of parents of non-dizahled
children. 'Christophar goes throughelothes
quickertha n otherchildren, We got hima
rew pairaf school shoes Bstwesti- he'd

"H's hard
to try and
makeends
meet but
you'd do
amything

for your

child and

you'd go
without for
your child®

deprszion, shewas inclined to give up. But
the local welfane benefits office 'wene bril-
liant' and hedped ber re-apply, Cneyear ather
firet = pphyi ng, the fannity wa s successful,

“wt hic:h roeE ns wee can afford to buy him
treats aveny 2o often’.

Caraling is ewa ngelical about the sup-
port she's eoeed from the Farily Witz e
A szociation’s loca | serice. Youcantalkito
thermand you don't feel thraatenad.
Thay brea b downthe bamiers that
social sardices cancrEae’

Crartheyar: Caroling's tmhan
partin pamentingand self-esteem
chasses, gone onoutings during the
schion | holideys, and Christopher
athends theafler-schoolclub twa
enenings 3west Sow hen the saricz
was theatenaedwithclozure, tnede
sense that Caroline ked the carmpaign
to kesp it open.

‘| gotesery hody irvobed — the families
who usedthe sswice, the local mdicand
telavizion station and our WP

Zaroline gets into debtto fryand give
Chriztopher some of the teats she never
fadasakid. Shetahkes oot two loansa wear
to pay for Christre s and Christophar'z
hirthday She's mzolubeabout giving hirm
decent prezents ewen thoughthe loans whe
awhole yarto pay off: A s achild, noy farily
was akays poorand | don'twant himn o go
withoutznd fiedd like | &1

Camling is determined to brea kthe opele
of poarty that has sffliched genermtions of
harfamily. ‘It's hard o fvand ma ke ends
rreet bt wou'd doargthing for wour child
andyou'd gowithout foryour child'
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has been brought into foocus in an
unprecedented way

The Prime Minister’s pledge to
end child poverty made during a
gpeech on 18 March 1999, marked a
significant shift in government
thinking This was no small step, In
hig speech Tony Blair set out his
long-term mission, He said; “Our
historic aim, that ours is the first
zeneration to end child poverty for-
ever.. It's 4 20 year mission but I
believe it can be done™*,

ciuashing fears that this was a
vague commitment, the Prime
Minister’s pledze was subsegquently
bolstered by a series of specific tar-
zets set at intervals to measure the
government’s intended progress
towards the ultimate eradication of
child poverty There is little doubt of
the governments strong commit-
ment to reverse the damaging
trends of a generation.

Since 1999 the government has
introduced improvements to bene-
fits, a national minimum wage, new
tax credits and new services aimed
at supporting poor children, such
as Sure Start. Such measures have
contributed towards slowing down
the otherwise widening gap bet
ween rich and poor In just three
vears, having had the highest child

poverty rate in Europe, the UK
moved up the European child wel-
fare league by five places™

But despite the sincerity of the
sover nment’s efforts and the invest
ment of substantial resources to
reduce child poverty, the gizantean
seale of the task ahead remains,
The action that government has
taken in the past five wyears

RATHER THAN RELYING

ON SPOR ADIC INITIATIVES
TO MEET THE NEEDS OF

THE MOST DISADVANTAGED,
OUR HEALTH, EDUCATION,
HOUSING AND TRANSPORT
SERVICES OUGHT TO PLAY
A GREATER ROLE IN
COMPENSATING FOR THE
DISADVANTAGES FACED BY
CHILDREN GROWING UP IN
POVERTY

has helped some children out of
poverty But it has stalled, rather
than reversed, the trends of the past
thirty vears, And as a consequence
2 generation of children are still left
behind, their life chances heavily
stacked against them,

Today an average household
spends around L4000 a week® But

8.8 million children are living in
families relying on less than half
thiz amount® Many of these chil
dren are going without basic needs,
And some services are simply
beyond the reach of poor families, A
typical nursery place, for example,
costs £134 a week®™ PFor those fami-
lies left behind, the daily struggle to
live on a low income iscosting lives,
diminishing hope and constraining
opportunities,

Whats the solution?

AS OUR CASE studles show, the
steps out of poverty are relativ-
ely simple: families need access
to supportlve local services,
emplovment opportunities that
are flexible to fit with famlly 1ife
and an Income adequate to meet
the demands of modern 1iving.
We Enow what works, Where sup
portive local services and employ-
ment opportunities exist, alongside
the improvements in benefit and
tax credit income, the government
has been able to make an impact on
child poverty Initiatives such as
2ure Start and the MNew Deal are
helping families, In some areas
substantial improvements have

ALAN BRADSHAW

ALANBRADSHAW IS THELUTHUS
TEST ofthe government’s policy to
end child poverly. Hehas bwo children —
&r ham {T}and Callum {3)and lives
ina dwo-bed council house on the
sourth eoast Alan has been in hospital,
Erm ham iz small for his age— possibly
due to the dinessthat caused his
mothess early death in #9909, and Callum
is mot having the easiestime at school.

Mozt of this prings from powarty, The
farnily areliing on around £150 per wesk
and Aln feds they hawe been mome filed
than suppored by the d=e.

Uritil bz 2nded up caring for his wife
Janein 1999, Alanwas working as 3
qardener and tree surgeon. His job ook
hirn zway from horeand beadmits that
b= waz not the most present of fathers.
When he stoppzdworki ng the family's

“Whenewer you see celobs and politicians on TV living on benefits

they never show the real pictire. fis not just for @ week, iis for
months aid years”

inzorme plurnneted.

Powerty is not justabout rmonsy, it iz
ahout erotions, mRtionships, s=if esteem
andeventhing2lse that that cores under
sires 2 whan you are surdiing fromday
today

When hizwife died AkRnhadto progs
to zocial s=rices that bewa s capable of
loa king after hiz childen, Hizecpenence
tas not leftawamesinga bout official
support nabw otz —they a e to be avoided
atallcosts.

Bt social services put Aknin contact
witha waluntz e and e orrounity ssctor
group that amanges volurtesr befrizndzrs
to prowide sup port for families.

smbamand Callumbave had their
omn sepa Ehe bafiendears for the last
three wearzand Aknthinks it's a ser
wize that has helped kespewenthing
together.

Callurnwa s havinga hardtimeat
schooland there wa s &nsion batwesn
hirmand Grabamm. ABnwa: finding it
diffic ult to deal with.

‘The befrizndears ane 5o different
from social serviczs. Wzanzallin the
driving s=atand it goes alongat our
spaad. f's b=en gt forthetwo bows and
b= meally given e support.

Callurn talks ta hiz befriender about
issues that be ey not wlkto his dad aboot
bt Al ozmy s bed oes ot fiesl threaened,
'| hawe seenw hat it has done forhim He is
s by happierin himself. Heoan seeanather
zide of life, sa2 how others lveandthat iz
mea |y positive for him. His befiznder has
just gota new jobwhere she fliesaround
thewarld. | iz greatthat becan s==that
and know whatcan be ot there!

The marme is true for Gmbtam 1 can't
rea |y afford to tahethe hids out, Soeven

Alan
SUrFives on
his quile,
hislove for
hiskids
and b
befrienders
froman
OIR nisa—
tion thatis
shugglingto RLI0

surfive

the simple things, like going on = tmin with
hiz befriender, gives S mhara thll. | avoid
goingtothe shoppingcentre with the kids
becauze forrmeznd hem t's look but don't
bury. Bt S barn's befriendar goss with
hirnand he justwarnts to go upand down
theescalators!

Jugglingwith 2o little roney nehes
schooltrips andclothes a malchallenge
Wheneyeryou s thesecziebs and
politiciznz on TY living on benefitz thay
rereer show the eal picture. Itz not just for
aweek, its for rmorths andyears. |ty to
sav little arnounts every westito pay for
the hig costs that comeup!

Eut that il means, because ARn
wants toavoid debtatallcosts thathe
will ot oo rooney, even from the
Social Fund. That means nocash
to mploethe broken ceen, Social
services testad his cooking abilities
bt the family now does not hawe
an owen! This lewel of powerty mean:
that things thatam no longer hucuries
—likecormpulers —ame justa distant

To rakeends et Alan has
sold the truck be used for his
& rdening worts He know s that thatwill not
halpwhen it cormes to gatting back o
wart But b2 is still aptimistic. When ha
feels that Grhamcan dealwith it, hewill
find sorreway to build up zormejobs. Inthe
mea ntire he uses his gandening skills grow -
ing vegetahles in his allotrment

ARn surdivwes an his guile his love
for his kids and two befrienders from an
orga nization that is strugglingto surie.
Az forthe fcture, that's simple ‘| want to live
langenough to s== my childen gros up's

The pwtes of $Rs famaly e been chatged
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been made,

But so far the level of support for
families living in poverty iz a drop
in the ocean., Greatest support has
been targeted to the 20% most dis
advantaged areas but only half of
all children in poverty live here,
Sure Start sfervices are reaching
only one in three of all children liv-
ing in peoverty Eradicating child
poverty rests on extending the ser-
vices that are working well in limit-
ed areas to the country as a whole,

It alao requires a more ambitious

tem. There needs to be 2 concerted,
strategic effort, led by government,
across all public services to mazx-
imize efforts towards reducing child
poverty

& joined-up assault on poverty is
more necessary than ever since the
poorest families are least liKely to
have escaped poverty in recent
vears, The government’s initiatives

IT WOULD COST AROUND

£6.8 BILLION TO CLOSE
THE INCOME GAP

approach towards tackling poverty SUFFICIENTLY TO ERADICATE

throughout public services, Rather
than relying on sporadic initiatives
to meet the needs of the most disad-
vantaged, our health, education,
housing and fransport services
ought to play a greater role in com-
pensating for the disadvantages
faced by children growing up in
poverty

Where steps have been taken to
tackle educational underachieve-
ment in some disadvantagzed areas,
for example, the results have been
impressive But the thrust of educa-
tion policy favours the better-off,
reducing educational inegqualities
has yet to become part of the main
agenda; this would require a major
re-orientation of the existing sys-

CHILD POVERTY IN BRITAIN...
IT 1S ONE-TENTH OF WHAT WE
SPEND EACH YEAR ON THE NHS.
SO ERADICATING IT 1S NOT AN
UNAFFORDABLE GOAL

have benefited those living just
beneath the breadline most, The
poverty zap — the total amount
of income by which all families
fall short of the poverty line — has
actually increased in recent years=,

While services are crucial, pover
tv in Britain always comes down to
a2 guestion of money Protecting
family incomes s critical, Measures
to improve the level of lowearnings
and reduce unfair inequalities in
rewards for work are wital

Ensuring that taxation isfair, shift-
ing from indirect to direct taxation
to ensure that the tax system is
redistributive, is needed, Increasing
benefit and tax credit levels will be
necessary Despite improvements,
income support levels are still
below the poverty line and many
families are living on even lower
levels of income, one in three
claimants have money deducted
from their benefits®,

For the vast majority of families
in poverty there iz no protection
from the significant costs that all
parents face from time to time: the
need to purchase a child’s new coat
or pair of shoes, the need to replace
a broken cooker or fix the heating,
Livingon a low income is often cost-
Iy, families can not afford to spread
their costs or take outloans and are
unlikely to be able to access direct
debit or be elizgible for more
favourable bank charges,

Bagzic levels of support are inade-
quate to enable families with chil-
dren to participate fully in society
When you are scared to take your
children out to visit the local shop-
ping centre, simply because you
knowr that there iz nothing left to
spend after yvou have paid the basic
bills, you and your children are

SHARON GREIG

MOTHER OF THREE, Sharon Greig,
has glowdng priseforthe government's
£500 million Sure Start progrmme
desigred to help young children amd
their parents in deprived areas_

rnony. I it's not paying off the Social Fund, [0
ar finding raney for Enre ‘s college, it iz i
mpkcing school uniforme, or frging—
sometires unz uccazsfully —to pay for
schon | trips.

Support from Sume Start helped Sharon
find = fulltime nurserny plece for beryoung-
e, Fyan (5. Kwas Sure Sawhich
supported Sharon and bl ped berdealwith
herbouts of depression. Hwas Sume Start
that help=d Sha ron when L ouize (13) had
diffic ultizs 3t school twas Sue Startthat
encourmged Sharon to deal with their
owem rowded West Crowdon flet The
children literally lwed— orat least
zhept—on top of each other, Sure
Start bzlpzd Sharon fill inthe forms
and mowe to the bkess crowdad new
the=-bed housinga s soziation
house in South Crowdon beside
thez Bri ghtan rmin lins

Eut Zure Start is no longer prowid-
ing that zuppart. The family's mewe
rEns that Sharonand ber family are
no longerin tharight posteo da for the Sue
Start scheme.

‘| i=alty miss the support that Sume Sart
qave e, They eally helped rreand | nos
fesl onrmy omn!

Alzo on Sharon's Sume St support list
was helpto gta Social Fund leanof £297
for rew fumiture and fumis hings when the
famity mewed. Sharon iz doggedhy pawing
off the ££7 97 per weekwhich knocks a hole
in the£145 shea gats inincormesupport.

Jugglingwith roney iz & full tire oceu -
pation. Errra (15) has gota phezatcollege
to do 3 hairdeszing coursz, But Errne and
Sharon are sill trging towork aut how thay
am going to pay for Erna's equipreentand
trawd forthe work placenent.

fouwondear how rouch of Sharon's
wiaking hours 3 s pentw omying a koot

"I miszthe

P
Bl Sl -1, <ol tip. | d o tell her |

Ta;e[gei! no roney available, That ehbes me

helped me feel bad.

and nowel

feed on my
owmn™

Thefamily is oz ky that Croedon ztill
giwes uniformn gants of up o £25 for junior
schooland £45 for sec ondary school
childran.

‘Butthz council only gives the grants
ey 15 months | zays Sharon, By that
tir=Ryan has outgrown or aubwom at lea st
Tz s2ts of frousers, So | amoonsznthy on
the tour of Sabation Amy shops tofind
Ephcements!

Ernre mcenth mizsed oot ona

could notafford itand thermwa s just

Then thereisthe phone You
get hold of Sharon on berpay-as-
wig- g ron hile, s expensive bt it
do=s rmeanthat Sharon onky buoys
the phopecarnds when she has thecash,
The Endline has long zinee besn ot off
andthat has a kn ook onefiect on Emma's
schoo work

Sitting inthe comer of the lounge iz an
old corputerthat Sharon wa s gven. But
no phaneling mEns noweh, and noweh
s that Emme has o ryand sty oser
=t zchoolto uze corpubers for honewo
‘Itryand use the schoolcomputers when
| can but ny friends can do workintheir
amntire, intheirown homes !

Ernne and Louise's grndpaments [vein
Marwizh and allthe kidz cangouptherein
the holidsy s and the grand parents” pay for it

‘Buty o know, we have never exer besn

TR Lo f1ave rover, ever been on fofiday by oursefres. i we couid go.
frow good thet would feel? A femily hofiday just once a yeqr!”

good thatwould &= A family holidy just
ance s yea e




POWERTY N A LAND OF PLENTY: Fiweears On ]

being denied the chance to partici-
pate inthe kind of everyday activity
most of us take for granted,

In today’s Britain, children need
more than clothes, food and shelter
to lead a full and active life. Basic
needs that are required to partici-
pate in modern life are strikingly
different to even a decade ago, Most
children, for example, now have
access to computers to help them
with their schoolwork, But such
purchases are beyond the means of
families living in poverty; their chil-
dren are already starting learning
at a disadvantaze,

Ending child poverty will require
benefits, tax credits and the mini-
mum wage to be up rated in line
with income growth, not just
inflation, to ensure that the living
standards of the poorest in society
do not continue to progress at a far
slower pace than the better off

These are not greedy goals, In a
country as wealthy as our own, it is
shameful that we are unable to pro-
vide even the basics for all children,

In the end it all comes down to
money It would cost around 268
billion pounds to close the Income
gap sufficiently to eradicate child
poverty in Britain® This is equiva-
lent to the amount currently spent

each year on the annual budget of
the Office of the Deputy Prime
Minister It iz only one-tenth of
what we spend each year on the
MNHE and one-sixth of what is spent
on defence®

B0 eradicating child poverty is
not an unaffordable zoal, It is a
matter of priorities. Butyoucan not
end child poverty by hoping it wrill

THE ERADICATION OF
. CHILD POVERTY, A TWENTY
YEAR MISSION, 1S NOT
THE PRESERVE OF ANY POLITICAL
PARTY. IT REQUIRES A CROSS-
PARTY COMMITMENT TO
ADDRESS ONE OF THE MOST
DAMAGING PROBLEMS WE
FACE AS A SOCIETY

o away It requires a commitment
from Britain's citizens to take
action — a collective determination
to make our society a better place
There is apathy toembrace change,
The electorate needs to be con-
vinced of the importance of ending
child poverty and of the govern-
ments ability to achieve change
We need a more open debate about
the impact of poverty on individu-
als and wider society, and the steps
we can take together to eradicate it,

It also requires a more honest
debate abouttaxation and pricrities
for public spending, Britain rem-
ains 2 relatively low tax country
and we might ask ourselves
whether this has contributed to
the polarization in our society in
recent decades.

As the next General Election
looms into sight, these are the
is=ues that need to aired, that all
political parties must engage with,
The eradication of child poverty
4 twenty year mission, is not the
preserve of any political party
It requires a cross-party commit-
ment to address one of the most
damaging problems we face as a
society

Mo government can eradicate
child poverty by stealth. Politicians
must lead a debate about how we
want our society to be and what
meansare necessary to achieve this,
They have a responsibility to eng-
age citizens in one of the most
important decigions we have to
make a5 a nation#

ANDRE & ALEXIS MAIZE

THINEYS AHE 5 LAKIING | U LULR
UP for Andresnd Alezis Maire and
thedr younyg family. After being out of
weor b for most of 3003, Andre recenthy
started 3 new job n 3 call centre near
Canany Wharf. He's glad to beworking
again despitethe bong hows and that
his fa mily will ondy be "3 few pounds 2
week' belt er off than on benefits.

Thecouple moved to Britain from
Monzamat sfer repeaied yoka nic emption 2
and lzva flows made Brgeaneas of the
|zland too dangerous to lise on. A lexiz
amived in 1297 and Andme,who hed been
warkingasa poliee officer since he
keft szhool,wa s the last member of
hiz largefarily to lezve, whan b
followed A lees in 1906

Thecouple have fouryoung
children, Lerruzl # ), Lexusl (3,
Lonud igjand Preciaus (1jand now
Andre iz back inwork & keiz spends
hiar days caring forthe children in
theirting one bedroon counsil it

Unsurprizingly, it's the family's
living amangernents that makelifes =al
strugqgle’. Andmeac know ledges that 'life
wiuld b |otea sierif we hada higger
pleze’, The zie family roermbers 3l zlespin
the same sl bed roornand now be bas
1o leave eark for work, Andewornes about
wiaking the children,

He'dals o likea qarden for thernto play
in —the first floor flat leads oot onto acon-
e shimare

There's 3 peoetfor eventhing in the
smell squame living roormand the childen'z
tows ame stacked tidiky inthe comer,
atthough thec ouplead rit, Wie'e abeays
packingand unpacking toys.

Whzn theweather's good the famiky
wizit lozal parks. They requlardy tahe partin

couldn't
have qot
through the
lastfow
yearswith-
oul God"s
and owr
family's
help™

activities organised by the local Sue St
scherre and the Family Welae A s2oc-
ition's Families at Canning Town projct,
whichalso provides informationand advice.

The thes younger: hil dren vizit Surs
Start's toddler gy rmin Backon on Mond=ys
and Fridays, and this prowides themwith the
space to play that thay don't hewe at hore
Aldacis's onlycomplint about the scheme iz
thatactivitiezamre spreadaround the |ocal
ameEa, Az thefamily =l on poblictrnzpor,
shewould find it ea sier if evengthin gwers in
are place,

A ndre's happey to bew orking 2 gain but
stuggied with the expenazs as s oiat-
edwith tuming toworki—'| nesdad
to by suitable clotbesand pey for my
first ronth's tawel upfront! He
applied for a loan fromthe Social
Fund butwaz efused. Unprepasd
to borme from banks arhis ik, it
waz another cazeof 'just sruggling
through, themwas no other way 2o
just had to forget aboodt it

Thing swould almost cerainky
b= different weme thec ouple's mhtives not
living nearky. They considerthensebes
hlzzs2d in thet they 'wouldn't have got
throughthe kst wars without Sod'z
and ourfamily's belp'.

A s forthe future, A ndre would like
to becores temcher, 'I'd liketo goinass
teaching as sistant with the o pportunity to
kEaminthe chssroom, thatway | could
=arnatthe zarmetinez | like being = round
children and supporting therand belping
thernin anyway. If it turmed up today 1'd
jurnpatit’

‘Thefarily | corre from believes thatto
suczead in ik you needtothink positely
andwork toward s it 'roworking boward 2
getting a beterfuture and it will work out’ &

“Life would be w fot easior if we fiad & biggor place”™
— the parents and four children all sleep in the same small bedroom
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Lisa Harkar iz chair of Caycare Trust,

She was farrrerly deputy diector of the Institute for
FPubli: Policy Research.

ClilraKokar bz s beancarpaign co-ordirator at
End Child Poverty sinca April 2002, Priarto this she
wa s vicepresident of he Matioral Union of St dents,

Janathan Staarkjoined End Child Poverty as
carpaign director in Decerber 2005 Prior tothis
appointrrent hewas bead of public affairz for Age
Cancern Englnd and we s seconded tothe Home
Cffice’s Active Cornrunities Lnit.
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End Child Poverty is a broad coalttion
of organisations and individuals
committed to ending the scandal of
child poverty inthe UK. We work to
keep govemment to its pledge to
eradicate child poverty by A0 to
inform the public about the causes and
effects of child poverty and to ensure
that families living on low incomes
have a voice in the poverty debate.
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