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From the Campaign to End Child Poverty

Press release 22 May 2007

The stark impact of child poverty is highlighted today in ‘It doesn’t happen here: The reality of child poverty in the UK’ a report launched by Barnardo’s. The report, which focuses on what life is like for the poorest families in the UK and the real hardship they face, is calling for the government to invest £3.8 million to reach the 2010 target of halving child poverty.  

It doesn’t happen here: includes accounts from families who cannot afford the cost of basic activities most people take for granted such as presents at birthdays and Christmas and necessary household goods; families who cannot afford to go on holiday and face real barriers to employment including finding affordable appropriate childcare. 
Welcoming the report Hilary Fisher, Director, End Child Poverty said that: 

“This report gives a real insight of what life is like for the 3.8 million children and their families in poverty across the UK today. It is essential reading for the new Prime Minister, Government Ministers, civil servants and the public a like.  

We are one of the wealthiest nations in the world, it is time we all acknowledge that the cost of child poverty and the damage it does to children and society at large is too high a price to pay and time that we all demand the Government invests the resources needed to support the most vulnerable members of our society.”
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Notes to Editors

1. For further information contact: 
Laura Payne, Campaign Coordinator, End Child Poverty, t: 0207 278 6745 m:  07929 125 589 or at laura@ecpc.org.uk
2. The Campaign to End Child Poverty includes children's and other charities,
 social justice groups, faith-groups, trade unions, businesses and many
 others concerned about the unacceptably high levels of child poverty in
the UK who are working together for change. For more information visit our website www.endchildpoverty.org.uk 

3. Barnardo’s is a leading member of the Campaign to End Child Poverty.

4. The comments in this release represent the views of End Child Poverty and do not necessarily reflect the views of member organisations.
5. In March 1999 Tony Blair promised to eradicate child poverty ‘within a generation’. This has been defined as by 2020, with targets towards this of reducing child income poverty by a quarter between 1998/99 and 2004/05, and by half by 2010/11. 

