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From the Campaign to End Child Poverty

Press release 10 June 2007  
Martin Narey, Chair of End Child Poverty, in response to the Social Justice Commission review stated:

“ I welcome the priority the Conservative Party is giving to social policy issues and the eradication of poverty. Improving the lives of the 3.8 million children living in poverty in the UK today must be at the top of the agenda of every political party. However this is a complex issue and by focussing on the importance of marriage the Social Justice Commission does not take account of the very real challenges families on low incomes face.  

Children should not be discriminated against on the basis of whether or not their parents are married. We need to get all children out of poverty and we would hope the Conservative Party would bear this in mind when reviewing these recommendations. 

Reaching the 2010 target of halving child poverty requires investment of approximately £4 billion, a figure the Conservative Party has yet to commit to.”
 Notes to Editors

1. For further information contact: 
Laura Payne, Campaign Coordinator, End Child Poverty, t: 0207 278 6745 m:  07929 125 589 or at laura@ecpc.org.uk
2. The Campaign to End Child Poverty includes children's and other charities,
 social justice groups, faith-groups, trade unions, businesses and many
 others concerned about the unacceptably high levels of child poverty in
the UK who are working together for change. For more information visit our website www.endchildpoverty.org.uk 

3. The comments in this release represent the views of the Campaign to End Child Poverty and do not necessarily reflect the views of member organisations.

4. In March 1999 Tony Blair promised to eradicate child poverty ‘within a generation’. This has been defined as by 2020, with targets towards this of reducing child income poverty by a quarter between 1998/99 and 2004/05, and by half by 2010/11.

