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Working families still in poverty in UK
Campaign to End Child Poverty releases new briefing to highlight plight of many poor working families on day of Childcare Party in the Park. 

PHOTOCALL: RT HON ED BALLS MP, SECRETARY OF STATE FOR CHILDREN SCHOOLS AND FAMILIES and RT HON PETER HAIN MP, SECRETARY FOR WORK AND PENSIONS, WILL JOIN OVER 100 CHILDREN, DAYCARE TRUST, CATALYST LEND LEASE AND THE CAMPAIGN TO END CHILD POVERTY AT THE PARTY IN THE PARK FROM 3PM til 3.30PM

Millions of children are living in poverty in the UK today despite having a parent or sometimes two in paid employment. The Campaign to End Child Poverty is calling on the Government to work across Government departments to look at in-work poverty for families; to ensure that work pays and to ensure that accessible good quality childcare is available to enable parents to return to work or further education and training. 

A new briefing written by Campaign members Daycare Trust and One Parent Families, argues that without significant improvements in the supply of childcare, and improvements in earning and employment potential for parents, the Government’s target to halve child poverty by 2010 and end it by 2020 will not be reached. 
Hilary Fisher, Director, End Child Poverty said “3.8 million children are currently living in poverty in the UK today and more than half are in working households. The Government must recognise the scale of in-work poverty and give families on low incomes the childcare choices and employment opportunities they need to balance work and family life. Therefore the Campaign to End Child Poverty is calling on the Government to secure the provision of a sufficient supply of high quality, affordable, accessible childcare and guarantee that work pays through an increase in the minimum wage, in-work benefits and tax credits.”
Kate Bell, Head of Policy and Research at One Parent Families|Gingerbread said 'Government has put getting lone parents back to work at the centre of its child poverty strategy. But there is a risk of pressurising lone parents into poor quality jobs that don't leave them or their children better off. If Government wants more lone parents to fulfil their own ambitions to work more must be done to secure quality childcare, and to make work pay.'

Alison Garnham, Joint-Chief Executive of Daycare Trust said: “In Daycare Trust’s 21st year, we can truly say that childcare in Britain has come of age, with a Childcare Act on the statute book, free early years care and education for three and four year olds, and a range of choices for parents that would have been unthinkable when the national childcare campaign began, in 1986. But we have a long way to go before we have the universal, affordable, high-quality childcare that all parents, but especially poor parents, need before they can work. This briefing points the way forward that the government now urgently needs to take, to lift families and children out of poverty.”

ENDS

NOTES FOR EDITORS

· The Employment and Childcare briefing released today to support the Party in the Park, is the first in a series to be released this summer covering the Campaign’s policy themes of Employment, Income, Education and Housing.
· Contact Laura Payne; laura@ecpc.org.uk or 07929 125589 for a copy of the briefing
· The bandstand in St James’s Park will echo to the sound of children at Daycare Trust’s Party in the Park on the afternoon of Tuesday, 31st July 2007 (2-4pm). The event, to which children from local nurseries and children’s centres have been invited, has been organised with the Campaign to End Child Poverty coalition to highlight the issue of child poverty, which is still unfinished business for the new Gordon Brown government. The party will include puppet shows and play activities. The children will be joined by special guest Dan Freedman, author of new football novel The Kick Off, As well as the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, the Rt Hon Peter Hain MP and Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families Ed Balls MP.

· The event is being supported by Catalyst Lend Lease and the Royal Parks, with delicious healthy food kindly donated by Charlton House caterers. It is also a celebration of the national childcare campaign’s 21st birthday. 

· The Campaign to End Child Poverty is a coalition of over 80 organisations working to eradicate child poverty in the United Kingdom. It is formed from children's and other charities, social justice groups, faith-groups, trade unions and others concerned about the unacceptably high levels of child poverty in the UK.  For more information visit www.endchildpoverty.org.uk 
· Daycare Trust is the national childcare charity, campaigning for quality affordable accessible childcare for all and raising the voices of children, parents and carers.  We advise parents and carers, providers, employers, trade unions and policymakers on childcare issues.  We recognise that everyone is unique and we value difference in our communities.  We listen to all views and are committed to act without prejudice.  We oppose all discrimination and promote equality in all we do.  Daycare Trust runs a childcare helpline (020 7840 3350) for parents, open Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 10am – 5pm. Useful information is also available on our website, www.daycaretrust.org.uk. Daycare Trust is a member of the Campaign to End Child Poverty.

· One Parent Families|Gingerbread is the national organisation campaigning on behalf of the 1.9 million one parent families and 3 million children who live in them today. We believe we can build a fairer society for all families, in which lone parents and their children are not disadvantaged and do not suffer from poverty, isolation, or social exclusion. We recognise that families come in all shapes and sizes and we believe that the diversity of family life should be celebrated. We provide a platform for lone parents, to enable them to have a voice.  We offer information and advice lone parents can trust, through the telephone, our publications, through our website and special events.  We act as a centre of expertise, and work with others to improve services, raise awareness and change attitudes. Free and confidential advice to lone parents is available from the lone parent helpline on 0800 018 5026. Our website is at www.oneparentfamilies.org.uk We are a member of the campaign to end child poverty.
· Catalyst Lend Lease is a specialist Private Finance Initiative company, funding, building and managing public sector assets and infrastructure, including schools, hospitals, government offices and waste management plants. The company is working with Lancashire County Council on one of Britain’s first Building Schools for the Future projects, which aims to raise educational aspirations through better schools and local employment opportunities for school leavers.

For further information, contact press office at Campaign to End Child Poverty on 07929125 589 or 0207 2786741.

