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Campaign to End Child Poverty adds its 100th member
TreeHouse, the national charity for autism education, has become the 100th member of the Campaign to End Child Poverty, it was announced today.

TreeHouse joins the Campaign’s growing number of children's and other charities, social justice groups, faith-groups and trade unions who are concerned about the unacceptably high levels of child poverty in the UK. 
There are currently 3.8 million children living in poverty in the UK, one of the worst rates in the industrialised world. Poverty experienced during childhood often sets in motion a deepening spiral of social exclusion, creating problems with education, employment, mental and physical health and social interaction.
The Campaign works to ensure the Government meets its targets of halving child poverty by 2010 and eradicating it by 2020. To reach the 2010 target the Government needs to commit a further £4 billion in tax credits and benefits. Without this extra support families on low incomes will continue to do without basic necessities.
Hilary Fisher, Director of the Campaign to End Child Poverty, said: “We are absolutely delighted that TreeHouse has joined our Campaign and that we’ve reached such a significant milestone. The growing number of our members indicates the broad backing the campaign enjoys and the impact child poverty has in so many areas of our society. The next year is crucial if the Government is to reach 2010 the target and keep its promises to millions of children and their families.”

TreeHouse Chief Executive, Ian Wylie, said: “TreeHouse is delighted to be supporting this campaign as it highlights the very serious issue of child poverty. TreeHouse is very aware that the 1 in 100 school aged children affected by autism are particularly vulnerable to poverty as their disability has far reaching financial consequences for the families. In order to reduce the high number of children affected by poverty in the UK, we must ensure that families have access to the provisions and support they both need and deserve.”
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NOTES TO EDITORS

· 1.3 million children in the UK live in a household with an annual income of £7,000 or less – that’s £19 per day for food, heat, electricity, water, transportation, education costs and any other expenses.

· The Campaign to End Child Poverty is a coalition of 100 organisations working to eradicate child poverty in the UK. It is formed from children's and other charities, social justice groups, faith-groups, trade unions and others concerned about the unacceptably high levels of child poverty in the UK.  For more information, visit www.endchildpoverty.org.uk 
· TreeHouse is the national charity for autism education whose aim is to transform through education the lives of children with autism and the lives of their families. 
· Established in 1997 by a group of parents, TreeHouse runs a school for children and young people with autism and campaigns for better autism education nationally. They undertake policy and parliamentary work and research to ensure autism is a national priority, support parents to campaign locally and offer training and consultancy on autism education. www.treehouse.org.uk
· For more information, contact the Campaign to End Child Poverty press office on 0207 278 6541 or the TreeHouse Press Office on 0208 815 5442. 

· The comments in this release represent the views of the Campaign to End Child Poverty and do not necessarily reflect the views of member organisations. 

