PRESS RELEASE

3 Dec 2007 – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
End Child Poverty supports Government accident prevention initiative
Commenting on today’s announcement by the Department for Children, Schools and Families that £18 million will be made available over the next three years to reduce the risk of accidents at home, Hilary Fisher, Director of the Campaign to End Child Poverty, said: 
“The Home Safety Equipment scheme is welcome news for many of the 3.8 million of children currently living in poverty in the UK. Poor children are five times more likely to die in an accident and 15 times more likely to die in a fire at home than children from better off families. This scheme will help to eliminate the post code lottery that currently exists in some parts of the country and help some of our most vulnerable families reduce the risk of accidental injuries at home.”
ENDS

NOTES TO EDITORS
· There are currently 3.8 million children – one in three – living in poverty in the UK, one of the worst rates in the industrialised world. 1.3 million children live in a household with an annual income of £7,000 or less – that’s £19 per day for food, heat, electricity, water, transportation, education costs and any other expenses.

· The Campaign to End Child Poverty is a coalition of more than 100 organisations working to eradicate child poverty in the UK. It is formed from children's and other charities, social justice groups, faith-groups, trade unions and others concerned about the unacceptably high levels of child poverty in the UK.  For more information visit www.endchildpoverty.org.uk 
· For more information, contact the Campaign to End Child Poverty press office on 020 7278 6541 or on 07815 810 773.

· The comments in this release represent the views of the Campaign to End Child Poverty and do not necessarily reflect the views of member organisations.

